
REPORT ON SYNOD 2017                                                                                  Wayne Myers 

Synod happens every eighteen months is not just the ‘annual’ reporting meeting of the church but also the 
‘annual’ conference that provides guidance to the church for the years ahead. It starts with a wonderful 
opening service, this year held at St. Michaels in the Melbourne CBD, and then gets down to business for 
five days at Box Hill Town Hall. 300 participants from across Victoria and Tasmania took part in daily 
devotions and bible study along with the business through general presentations, table and working group 
discussions and special events. This year a Creative Design Team  composed of young, multicultural and old 
(including Rev Temukisa) looked at building in changes—a Presbytery panel discussion provided explanation 
of what each Presbytery (8) were doing rather than just reading their reports; an intergenerational night 
had people providing their story through words, poetry, song and laughter (so moving to hear young people 
talk about the church they have experienced); and video messages from some of the quieter members of 
Synod. 

The major business items concerned governance changes for the Synod Standing Committee (who run the 
Synod between the meetings) and the Presbytery Transition Team report on how Presbyteries should 
operate and be funded. Synod operates on a consensus voting model that requires everyone to have a 
chance to be heard and to agree to the recommendations—no shouting, no negative attacking but positive 
approach to gaining support—even though it may not be easy to get a result. The PTT recommendations 
took the five days to be resolved. Assembly had requested discussion to provide input for the Assembly 
meeting mid 2018 on marriage equality and sovereignty and treaty—these were completed in small working 
groups so all could have a say. 

I enjoy Synod because you see the breadth of the church at work—the place of God in worship but also in 
the community. How can a small article in Crosslight tell us about the wonderful work undertaken by 
Uniting Agewell looking after 20 aged care facilities and 550 independent living units with 2500 staff and 
600+ volunteers, or Uniting covering 24 community service agencies and units with 3500 staff and 3500+ 
volunteers, or the Property Board with nearly 200 projects completed or started in the year valued from 
$10,000 to $400 million and an Assets balance of $313 million. 

The Synod elected Rev Denise Liersch as Moderator-elect. Denise sounds like an excellent person who will 
lead the church well when installed at the next Synod. 

Justice proposals accepted were to do with family violence, youth justice, privatisation, political donations, 
energy purchase, medically supervised injecting centres, assisted dying/suicide, and asylum seekers. 
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W@9 KITCHEN COUNTING 
 
OCT   1 Jenni’s Team Glenda 
   8 Graeme’s Team Margo 
 15 Wayne’s Team Lynda 
 22 Denise’s Team Val 
 29 At Portarlington 

Web site:  http://drysdale.unitingchurch.org.au 

Our Vision—Reaching out with God’s love and care 

 
OCTOBER 
Paul Frew  
Bob Stevenson  
Susan Duncan  
Ariahn George  
Nathan Polley  
Huyen Thi Dang  
Marg Macgillivray   
Nicola Morrish  
Audrey Graymore  
Sue Plummer  
Archer Colley  
Margaret MacLeod  

11 Oct —1.00 pm Communal Prayer 
Time 

14 Oct —8.30 am Mainly home made 
fete 

21 Oct —8.00 am Prayer Breakfast @ 
The Zoo cafe 

25 Oct —1.00 pm Communal Prayer 
Time 

28 Oct  - 8.00 am Working Bee 

FLOWERS 
 
Pat Handley 
Andrea Lindsay 
Jen Davis 
Val Lestrange 
- 

1 Oct—9.00 am Denise’s Team 

 10.45 am Denise’s Team 

8 Oct—9.00 am Rev Temukisa HC

 (Graeme’s Team assisting) 

 10.45 am Rev Temukisa HC 

 5.00 pm Messy Church 

15 Oct—9.00 am Jenni’s Team 

 10.45 am Jenni’s Team 

22 Oct — 9.00 am Wayne’s Team 

 10.45 am Wayne’s Team 

29 Oct—10.15 am Combined at 

 Portarlington— 

 Rev Temukisa 

10.45  KITCHEN WELCOME         READING       ELDER/PRAYERS 
 
OCT   1  Brenda & Melva  Ken  Denise’s Team Ken/W@9 
   8  Margaret & Tony Ken  Margaret F Pat 
 15  Pat & Ken Marg  Jenni’s Team Bob/W@9 
 22  Win & ?  Marg  Wayne’s Team John/W@9 
 29  At Portarlington 
 

MESSY CHURCH 

Sunday 8 October 5.00—6.30 pm 

This month’s theme is “Who is 
Jesus?” and will be based around the 
seven ‘I AM’ statements—how can 
you possibly make a craft about ‘I am 
the resurrection’ - well come along 
and see.  Everyone is welcome. 

 

 

 

LINKED CONGREGATIONS COMBINED SERVICE 

The fifth Sunday service for October will be held at Portarlington at 10.15 am 
and be followed by a shared lunch. This a great chance to get together with 
our linked churches. Transport can be provided if needed. 

 

 

 

 

 

LOOSE CHANGE  

Our loose change for the second half of the year is going to 
UnitingWorld for their goat project. For every $210 they provide 5 
goats to a family along with support in raising them. We will record our 
progress each month but would like to get  enough for 15 goats. Now 
up to $377 so we have passed the half way mark. When rains don’t fall 
and traditional crops fail, goats are a great alternative way for families 
in rural Zimbabwe to earn a living.  

 

 

 

9 
Target 15 


