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Our theme throughout the 3 churches today is “persistence in prayer” or as we see in Luke’s Gospel a 

simple lesson in prayer without ceasing. Did you know that there is a way to pray with the heart which 

God cannot but hear, and he cannot but answer? To speak from the heart is to speak to the heart; God 

can read the human heart. 

The purpose of the story in today’s Gospel was to show the disciples that they had a need for constant 

prayer, and they should never give up. Prayer is being in touch with God, whether he is speaking to me, 

or I am speaking to him. (Sometimes I think perhaps I do all the talking). This is part of building the 

relationship with God, and it is the source of our spiritual nourishment. Without prayer we become 

malnourished. I think you would agree that there are many pagan gods and idols out there and they are 

ready to replace our interest in God. 

There was something the widow wanted, and despite all his toughness, the judge had to give into her 

eventually because she had no intention of letting go or giving up. Let me tell you about a young man 

who wanted to work for a particular firm, and they had no vacancies. So he went back there 11 times in 

one month until the personnel officer threw his hands in the air, and gave him a job. Another story 

comes to mind of a mother whose son was an alcoholic. She prayed continually that he might be cured 

and 22 years later he was. 

Jesus goes on from speaking about the evil judge to speaking about his Father. If even the judge gave 

in, how much more certainly will our heavenly Father respond to our prayers? God can read the heart 

and he knows whether I really want what I ask.  This is hard to understand. On a personal note I know 

that at the moment some of us are praying for the life of a family member or friend and it is not likely 

that our prayers will be answered. Perhaps God gives us what we ask for, unless he has something 

better to give us. It is difficult to see how God could have something better to give us than the life for 

which we are praying. 

The prayer that is the subject of today’s Gospel is the prayer of petition. It is a very important form of 

prayer, of course, but it is not the most important. Prayer of praise is the highest form of prayer; but this 

is greatly augmented, when my prayers of petition are granted. There can be some confusion around the 

whole area of prayer. If my prayers are always prayers of petition I run the risk of being selfish, except 

of course when the prayers of petition are for others. Like one of the 10 lepers I can ask, and, when my 

prayer is answered, I can return to give thanks. 

The persistency of my prayer is always determined by how seriously I seek what it is I pray for. If I 

want something bad enough, I will pray without ceasing until God answers my prayer (Like the mother 

of the alcoholic) even if that answer be No. No is also an answer to prayer. Be careful what you ask for 

in prayer, because you might receive it. We often ask for things that are not for our good, and, if God 

were sadistic and cruel, he would answer such prayers. 

In Luke 8, he asks “when the Son of Man comes, will he find any faith on this earth.” After all I have 

told you, says Jesus, is there anybody who really believes me? We really need to read and re read this 

morning’s Gospel to try and understand Jesus meaning. Of course Jesus is speaking with conviction 

and authority. The Father of whom he speaks is a Father whom he knows and trusts. Even before 

calling Lazarus forth from the tomb he prayed “Father I thank you that you have heard me” likewise 

with the loaves and the fish. In other words, the Father to whom he prayed is a Father that always 

listens. 

What is it we are asking from God these days? Are we convinced that we really want/need it? As I said 

earlier God reads our hearts and he knows us through and through. God will never disappoint us, if we 

don’t expect him to answer our prayer, then, we can be sure he will not answer. 



There is a story where an old woman read about faith that moves mountains, so, one night, before going 

to bed; she prayed that the mountain in front of her house should be moved by the following morning. 

The next morning she got out of bed, went over, pulled back the curtains and exclaimed “Hum I just 

knew it wouldn’t. 

Day after day I can pray for something, and there seems to be nothing happening. Is it possible that 

some of us give up the praying just a day or two before the answer was due to arrive?  How can we 

understand this? But perhaps if we kept praying and did not cease until the prayer was answered, we 

might better understand what Jesus is talking about. 

To persist in prayer and not give up does not mean endless repetition of painfully long prayer sessions. 

Constant prayer means keeping our requests continually before God as we live for him day by day, 

believing he will answer. When we live by faith, we are not to give up. God may delay answering, but 

his delays always have good reasons, 

As we persist in prayer, we grow in character, faith and hope. 

We have been focusing on persistence in prayer; does the scripture speak to us about anything else? 

In Jeremiah we read about the old covenant broken by the people would be replaced by a new 

covenant. The foundation of this new covenant is Christ. Jeremiah looked forward to the day when 

Jesus would come to establish this covenant. But for us today, this covenant is here. We have the 

wonderful opportunity to make a fresh start and establish a permanent personal relationship with God. 

Timothy, besieged by false teachers and the inevitable pressures of a growing ministry, Timothy could 

easily have abandoned his faith or modified his doctrine. Like Timothy we are surrounded by false 

teachings, but we must not allow our society to distort or crowd out God’s eternal truth. 

  

Gracious God, to you be all praise and glory. Thank you Father that you always answer our prayers; 

help us not to be tardy in our prayer life, for you know what is in our hearts. We pray in Jesus name 

Amen.   

       

 

 


