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General Theme: Persistence in prayer 
 
The Basis of Union reminds us “on the way Christ feeds the church with Word and 
Sacraments” and it has the gift of the Spirit in order that we might not lose the way –  
 
It has been said; whenever there has been new interest in the Bible there has come 
new life in the church - As Jesus said Heaven and earth will pass away but my words 
shall not pass away – God is always speaking to us out of the Scriptures! 
 
I recently read of an interview with Gary Ablett Jnr one of the greatest players of the 
AFL Gary made the comment that he reads his Bible every day! And he owes 
everything to God; what a witness to the wider public by this fine young man; yes 
reads his Bible every day!   
  
Ever wondered why super market car parks are so crowded and why shopping seems 
to take so long these days?  Could it be because once inside they have us all under 
their control reading the instructions on everything we want to purchase or why this 
brand is better for our health than other brands? This is one  reason I seldom go 
shopping with Irene  for she is not only good at reading the instructions she 
understands what the labeled instructions mean  which she will tell you is something 
I have never been good at – I have a whipper  snipper at home in the garage along 
with the instruction sheet given when it was  purchased but somehow I can never 
get it to work for more than a minute so much for their instructions – Or what about 
the instructions that come with  each piece of new technology  Smart phones - Ipads, 
and other technology gadgets; whoever reads with understanding all these 
instructions  In an ever changing world we have  to grapple with new instructions  – 
The Bible so central to our faith in God abounds with stories, instructions and 
insights of God’s revelation to people in times  of change and trouble and out of 
these life situations we are encouraged to discover the way ahead for our own 
challenges we have to face. 
 
This morning we read a part of the longest psalm in the Bible (Psalm 119 (176 
verses)). The Psalmist says “O How I love your law” and then these words “I meditate 
on it all day long” (v97) and he can even brag “I have more understanding than the 
elders and my teachers” and then goes on to say, “with God’s instructions I 
understand life.” Do the Scriptures old and new help you to understand your life and 
help you when you look for guidance or for a word of hope? Sometimes the 
scriptures can be as puzzling as the instructions on the new gadget you have just 
purchased; but God has his own way of opening up the Scriptures when we take 
time to read and listen as the Spirit seeks to make clear to us the message we are 



reading: We all need the help of the Holy Spirit to open up the Scriptures for us if we 
are to hear God’s voice speaking to us in our generation. 
 
I recall a dear old Lutheran lady who used to sit in a corner of her room in the bush 
nursing hospital in Rainbow. Her sight had become dim unable to read anymore and 
she used to repeat aloud passages of the Scriptures that a Lutheran pastor had 
drummed into when she was young girl She said I used to dislike going to Sunday 
school as the Pastor went over and over scriptures till we got it right I never 
dreamed one day in my old age almost blind these Scriptures would now become for 
me a source of comfort and hope: They had been written on her heart and mind. 
 
Later the psalmist says “Break open your words, let the light shine out, and let 
ordinary people see the meaning” – Surely a cry of all our hearts as we seek to 
understand all God holds out to us in the Scriptures. 
 
But just as you and I do not read all the fine print instructions or labels on things we 
purchase; at the time of Jeremiah, Israel had forsaken God’s instructions for living in 
this world and no longer for many of Gods’ people did these ways revealed by God 
have any impact on their day to day living. Jeremiah had the task to announce that  
God was going to pluck up and  pull down destroy and overthrow  but we remember 
also Jeremiah  was to proclaim there would come a  time when  God would  build 
and  plant.   
 
A number of Congregations across our Synod recently were told that their churches 
and property will be sold to pay back the debt incurred by the Acacia College 
situation; Many are feeling deep sadness and even anger but hopefully with us will 
also hear that God is able to bring about new hope new direction for all of us when 
great changes take place around us.  Yes says Jeremiah God will bring about a new 
covenant a new relationship that operates from within it will not be etched like 
graffiti on tablets of stone but planted in the innermost being of the people; in their 
hearts. External religion had failed.  No longer will they be able to grow tired of 
trying to understand the law but God will transform their hearts by writing his graffiti 
on their hearts.  For when God changes the heart a new  creation happens. No 
longer will the law be seen as set of thou shall not's; but God will instill the incredible 
message of the new relationship between God and Israel with deep conviction “I will 
be their God and they shall be my people.” God will plant that message right into 
their hearts and minds.  In this sense the prophets words will be a cause to look 
forward and in due time to celebrate the revelation of the birth of him who is the 
embodiment of the promise of the New covenant that Jeremiah proclaims. For the 
days are coming for grace and redemption for Israel in exile.  As we spend time in 
reading and hearing the Scriptures God is at work writing his words we need to hear 
on our hearts and minds Its one thing to read the Scriptures but we also need the aid 
of this promise that God will write its meaning on our hearts and minds enabling us 
to live out that word of hope and promise in our daily lives. 
 
As we have worked our way through the letters of Timothy in recent weeks we can 
see how Paul provides instruction for the infant church on how to live faithfully for 



Jesus in the world at that time.  While much of this instruction today is not followed 
in a world said to have come of age, Paul’s words “Continue in what you have 
learned and firmly believed” are I believe very important for our life as God’s people 
today.  It is important to hold a firm  foundation in what one believes about God who 
has made himself known to us in Jesus while not closing our minds to new  truth 
unfolding concerning the purposes of God. We all need to be  able to give account 
for what we believe when either challenged or called  upon  to pass on  to  this new 
generation said to have come of  age – Paul says to young Timothy “do not get 
carried away with new  trends but stay with what you have learned” (3v14). 
Engaging the Scriptures and the weekly Christian witness are a sure way of keeping 
in touch with the foundations of the faith and the way ahead. Not so for everyone 
today. Our times are very different from Paul’s era yet the dangers are not unknown 
today. 
 
Many people believe in a God but not the God of Jesus. I often wonder when people 
shout “O my God” after some surprise takes place in their lives; what is it they 
believe about God. Many people have a Bible but no longer search it for the true 
meaning for life preferring to explore the new age teachings and myths or books like 
the DaVinci code  or recycled Hinduism in western garb or the latest guru on our TV 
and computer screens. The Scriptures are central to our faith and as we will sing 
later God still has more truth to spring forth from God’s word. The basics of our faith 
are being challenged and ignored and we are losing ground as to what are the basic 
teachings of the faith we hold in common. Paul says we are to guard the good 
treasure of the Scriptures and goes on to   make a mighty claim all scripture is 
inspired by God; something that is questioned by more than a few scholars today. 
Yet God does speak to his people out of the Scriptures; even those hard passages 
that puzzle and challenge us if we dare to listen to the promptings of the Spirit 
within us. 
 
For example the insistence of holding to a resurrection hope seems strange to many 
people not only outside the church but among the friends of Jesus who come to 
worship each new week since this Gospel was first proclaimed on Easter day – Many 
no longer hold the Easter Gospel and see the possibility of individual Resurrection as 
nothing more than pie in the sky.  Yet this hope that has upheld generations of the 
faithful is clearly proclaimed in the Bible for our instruction and our hope. As we will 
soon sing “Christ has died and Christ is risen and in Christ shall all be made alive.” 
This is Gospel Good News!  This is why we need to still recite, or as we will today 
sing, the Creed to remind us what is the basis of our faith that has stood the test of 
time as well as allowing ourselves to be open to new understanding of the Scriptures 
for this is one of the ways that God writes his Graffiti on our hearts and minds, this is 
God’s way of holding us together as God’s family and God’s People as God’s friends. 
 
Luke’s Gospel today shows how the parables of Jesus were used in teaching 
instructions in the early church concerning the basics of the faith and in today’s case 
about Prayer; of being persistent in prayer and not losing hope or heart when prayer 
goes unanswered.  It is clear that sometimes it was the widow where the emphasis 
of the parable was proclaimed other times it was the character of the unjust judge 



that was at the heart of the instruction to would be disciples.  Be clear however God 
is not like the unjust judge but Luke is contrasting God with the unjust judge. Those 
who first heard this parable from Jesus would have understood the predicament  of 
the widow, she had no clout in the community, no one to come to her aid, no social 
security pension, no social services; life had brought her as it does us sometimes into 
a desperate situation. She did not have easy access to the mayor of the village who 
she might engage to pull a few strings for her to get her case to those who might 
come to her aid. All she could do was go back time and time again and hound the 
judge at the gates of the city where He held court and then pursue him on the 
streets as he made his way home. Wherever he went she dogged his footsteps and 
would give him no rest until she got the justice she believed she deserved. Finally the 
exasperated judge gave in otherwise this widow will keep after the judge and wear 
him down give him a nervous breakdown so persistent was she in her attempt to get 
justice for her situation in life. 
 
Yes this nameless widow in our Gospel today became a model of the early church to 
teach them to pray always and not lose heart. She was a reminder in days of crisis 
and moments of despair to pray always with persistence and not lose heart. Truly a 
word for us and to sister congregations in the Synod having to give up their places of 
worship and property. Prayer was not to be a last resort when all our human efforts 
have come to nothing and when it would seem our faith has rendered us bankrupt. 
Prayer was the first and primary task of Christians for it links us with the one of 
whom it said all things are possible with our God who has the power to transform 
our situations in life.  This does not mean that prayer will always bring about what 
we ask God to give us but it links us with the one who knows what we need not what 
we want even before we ask. 
 
This widow’s prayerful pursuit of justice became an expression of deep faith, the 
kind of faith that God delights to see in His people. 
 
Other times this parable instructed Jesus followers to see to the protection of the 
vulnerable people in the community, especially the widow, the orphan and the alien; 
the stranger in their midst. A group that in other parts of Scripture God shows a very 
special concern for. It would seem that this unjust judge had a well earned 
reputation of being difficult.  It was not that he was underhanded or conniving, he 
simply had no real concern or compassion for those in the community who were 
being treated unjustly or without their human rights. He was heartless and uncaring 
towards the so called little ones who were without power to overcome their 
situations in life; for them  the contrast from this parable was how much more will 
God listen to people as they cry out day and night like the people in Syria and Egypt  
today cry out for justice to prevail. Yes, God can be counted to be on the side of the 
oppressed and God will not turn a deaf ear to our prayers for them.  Yes, God is 
never like the unjust judge, he never turns a deaf ear when people cry out to him day 
and night and God always longs to see justice done.  For the widow only asks for 
justice and what God grants her is justice. 
 



Prayers of the congregation reflect its relationship with God and the congregation or 
follower who prays for the coming of the kingdom of God will always have God’s ear. 
The parable is not a commitment that God will give us whatever we want but only 
when what we ask is in line with the character of God that is why sometimes our 
prayers seem to go unanswered for prayer must always be about honesty of oneself 
and generosity towards others. For the final question is not whether God will act but 
whether we are prepared for that action God will bring about.  You cannot have a 
true service of Christian witness without a reading from the Scriptures for it is out of 
the Scriptures that we hear afresh the word of God speaking to our situations in life.  
As Soul Sasa puts it “let the Scriptures play themselves into your life, marinate your 
mind in sacred Scripture so that you become an instrument of the Scriptures rather 
than using the Scriptures as an instrument.”  
 
A Prayer: 
 Lord send your Spirit, that out of your Word we might be renewed in hope, upheld, 
encouraged and comforted in times of change and strengthened to be faithful, come 
what may in Jesus’ name. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    
 

 


