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SYNOD 2016 
 

The theme for this year’s Synod is 
“Letters of Recommendation”. It 
draws its inspiration from 2 
Corinthians 3 where Paul talks of 
members of the church being 
recommended not because of their 
own competence but because the 
Spirit of God has written on their 
hearts. 
Rev Sharon Hollis said “We bear witness to what God has written in 
our hearts by showing up in love, humility and grace wherever there 
is need for a word or act of justice, truth, mercy or peace.” 
Synod commenced with worship on Friday (3 June) and the 
installation of Rev Sharon Hollis as the new Moderator, and then the 
business meeting runs from Saturday 4 June - Wednesday 8 June at 
Box Hill Town Hall, with around 300 members, including our Wayne 
Myers. The Synod meets as a community of discernment for that 
time. Members will consider how the Church can become lighter and 
simpler as it responds to a changing world, through a report from the 
Major Strategy Review Group. This is a challenge for an institution 
which, because of its commitment to consensus and a governance 
model of four inter-related councils, can at times, seem unwieldy 
and unresponsive. 
However, what can be a weakness is also a strength, as the Basis of 
Union highlights in paragraph 15: “Each council will recognise the 
limits of its own authority and give heed to other councils of the 
Church, so that the whole body of believers may be united by mutual 
submission in the service of the Gospel.” 
Incoming Moderator Sharon Hollis said that when God writes on our 
hearts we are given all we need for a life of faithful discipleship. 
“Being written by God calls us to trust that God has given us all we 
need and to notice God’s presence and activity at work in creation 
and each person we meet. 

5 June — 9.00 am  Denise’s Team with 

 Rev Malcolm Campbell HC  

            10.45 am Rev Ian Porter HC  

12 June — 9.00 am Jenni’s Team 

              10.45 am Jenni’s Team 

 5.00 pm Messy Church 

19 June — 9.00 am Wayne’s Team 

              10.45 am Rev Neil Tolliday  

26 June — 9.00 am Graeme’s Team 

 10.45 am Port Lay Team 

 

Four-year-old Robert opened the big bible which had been in his family for years.  Absolutely fascinated, he flicked through 

the old pages.  Suddenly, something fell out of the bible. Robert picked up the object and looked at it.  What he saw was an old 

dry leaf that had been pressed in between the pages. 'Mum, look what I've found', the boy called out.' What have you got 

there, dear?' With astonishment in the young boy's voice, he answered, 'I think I've found Adam's underwear!' 



W@9 KITCHEN COUNTING 
 
JUN 5 Jenni’s Team Margo 
 12 Wayne’s Team Glenda 
 19 Denise’s Team Denise 
 26 Graeme’s Team Lynda 
 

Web site:  http://drysdale.unitingchurch.org.au 

Our Vision—Reaching out with God’s love and care 

8 June – 1.00 pm Communal Prayer 

22 June – 1.00 pm Communal Prayer 

25 June—8.00 am Prayer Breakfast 
(note change of date) 

FLOWERS 
 
Pat Handley 
Mary Grieve  
Merrilyn Lloyd 
Val Place 
 

RETREAT—Alpha and Omega 

What a fantastic day we had for Retreat 

2016. The morning concentrated on 

creation as expressed in Genesis and was 

presented by Rev Bob Thomas and then in 

the afternoon Wayne Myers led a session on 

Revelation, Graeme Dryden introduced the 

personal contemplation and Phil Spivey 

spoke about Children’s Time before 

everyone prepared and presented a 

Children’s Time talk. There was opening and 

closing worship and activities to get us 

ready for the day.  

CONGRATULATIONS 

Beryl Stanley has celebrated the birth of a 

great grand daughter Mika, 

daughter of Josh and Jane, and 

grand daughter for Ken, along 

with a great grand son River, 

daughter for Misty and Lindsay. 

 

10.45 KITCHEN  DOOR       READING    ELDER/PRAYERS  
 
JUN  5 Irene & Bob   Marg Macg   Pat  Pat/Ken 
 12 Merrilyn & Brenda Marg Macg   W@9 W@9 
 19 Marguerite & Alma Wilma       Irene  Bob T  
 26 Win & Andrea  Wilma       Port Lay Team  Ken 
    

As one piece of iron sharpens another,  

so friends keep each other sharp.  

(Proverbs 27:17) 

MESSY CHURCH 

The next is on Sunday 
9 June 5.00—6.30 pm.  

The theme will be 
“Multi Cultural”. 

The theme is being 
expressed through the 
travelling of the 
apostles. 

Come and check out the questions to ponder as 
you work on the various crafts before the 
celebration service. 

SPECIAL BIRTHDAY 

Congratulations to Meredith Plummer who 

celebrates her 21st birthday this month. We 

know that God will continue to bless your life. 


