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THIS WEEK IN OUR CONGREGATIONS:
Sunday, 18 February

Portarlington

9.00 am
Rev Temukisa

Drysdale

9.00 am
Jenni's team

10.45 am
Jenni's team
St Leonards

7.00 pm
Anglican led
Monday, 19 February

9.30 am
Drysdale KYB, Lynda's

Wednesday, 21 February

9.30 am 
Drysdale mainly music

1.00 pm
Drysdale Communal Prayer
Thursday, 22 February

9.00 am
Portarlington Choir

9.30 am
Drysdale Choir

10.30 am
Drysdale Coffee and Chat @ Zoo Cafe
7.30 pm
Portarlington Church Council

Sunday, 25 February

Portarlington

9.00 am
Portarlington Lay Team


(Bertram)

Drysdale

9.00 am
Rev Temukisa. Wayne's team assisting

10.45 am
Rev Temukisa
St Leonards

7.00 pm
Portarlington Lay Team


(Bertram)

ALL CONGREGATIONS
A Journey from fear to Love

The first session of "A Journey from fear to Love" will be at Portarlington Uniting Church at 7.30pm this coming Wednesday  evening, 21 February .

Katharine Massam will use the three sessions to explore Christian traditions of "desert spirituality" in preparation for Easter.

(Further information included on the invitation on your notice board.)

Road Home Geelong
RHG (a Lions initiative) is trying to set up a transitional housing for women over 50 and have funds and volunteers to start but are looking for premises. If you have a property that we can lease to support women on their journey please contact Richard Walter, 0402409895.
PORTARLINGTON
World Day of Prayer

Make sure that you keep the afternoon of Friday 2 March free so that you can participate in our World Day of Prayer service at our church, commencing at 1.30 pm.
We look forward to celebrating this event with the other Churches in Portarlington.

DRYSDALE
World Day of Prayer

This year the Drysdale Uniting Church is 
the host for the Combined Churches

World Day of  Prayer  on Friday 2 March

at 10am. Focus country is  Suriname. 

      The service will be led by Rev. Temukisa. Could all those attending from our church please bring a small plate of food to share for morning tea. We are suggesting you may like to dress in the colours of the Suriname flag which are red, green, yellow and white. 
Pancake Night.

Thank you to everyone who came to our pancake event. The amount raised for the Uniting Share appeal is $679.20.

Thank you to Jenni, Tracie and the team of helpers who cooked and served our delicious pancakes.

Loose Change Offering.

This weeks loose change offering was $161.30.

At the congregational  meeting the decision is that the money for the first half of the year will be sent to help set up mainly music sessions at three women's refuge centres in Brisbane. 
We know the blessings that come from this program  and are  glad to be able to give others the same opportunity.

U.C.A.F.

The first meeting of the Drysdale UCAF will be on Wednesday 28  February  at  2.00 pm..
Food Bank

Our food bank items, collected monthly, will again be supporting the food bank at Drysdale Family Services in Jetty Road. Thank you to everyone for continuing to support this worthwhile mission.
ST. LEONARDS
U.C.A.F.
The first meeting of the St. Leonards UCAF will be on Monday 26 February  at  2.00 pm..

---------------------------------------------------

What is the meaning of Lent?

Lent is a period of fasting, moderation, and self-denial traditionally observed by Catholics and some Protestant denominations. It begins with Ash Wednesday and ends with Easter Sunday. The length of the Lenten fast was established in the 4th century as 46 days (40 days, not counting Sundays). During Lent, participants eat sparingly or give up a particular food or habit. It’s not uncommon for people to give up smoking during Lent, or to swear off watching television or eating candy or telling lies. It’s six weeks of self-discipline.



JUSTICE AND MISSION TEAM NEWS: visiting people seeking asylum





 Our Justice team is in contact with folk who visit asylum seekers in the Broadmeadows detention centre.  These are innocent people who have fled war and other extreme violence and want only a safe place for themselves and their families. 





 Visitors include refugee support and church groups.  Some have visited regularly each week over several of years. They provide compassion and emotional support, socialisation, assistance in learning English and about Australia. Some help make contact with family members left behind.  


In the past, a recognised visitor could simply send an email with dates for a visit to several detainees and receive prompt confirmation that the visit was accepted.  Government has now made visits much more difficult; indeed, deterring visitors and compromising the good that these have on people more onerous than visits to convicted criminals in prison for major crimes. 





Visitors have told us:


“We can only visit one detainee per visit. If we want to visit more than one person a form must be filled out 10 days in advance to seek approval before we can apply for a visit request. If and when, this permission is given, we then have to fill out and send back a 5 page form for each detainee we wish to visit – a total of 44 pages of complex, on-line forms for us to visit our detainees!! This must be done no later than 5 days before the visit and no sooner than 7 days.!! 








ROSTERS   25 February





Portarlington


Managers: J & J Hall


Pastoral Care: N Bell


Reader & Prayers: Lay Team


Morning Tea:  D & K Knights


PowerPoint : J Kelly





Drysdale


Worship @ 9:


Kitchen: Denise's Team


Counting: Lynda Smith


10.45 Service:


Duty Elder:  Bob Stevenson


Prayers:  Bob Stevenson


Readings: Win Baker


Welcome: Carol Lascelles


Morning Tea: Pat & Ken Handley


Counting: Harvey Davis  & John MacGillivray


Flowers: Audrey Shepherd





St Leonards


Welcome: Margo Jones


Reading& Prayers: Port Lay Team.


Brass: Helen Sturgeon








Newssheet: Denise McLaverty








Bible Verse for today:





"Teach me your ways, O Lord; make them known to me"


 


Psalm 25:4 





THE UNITING CHURCH IN AUSTRALIA


�     �     �     �


	St Leonards	Portarlington	Drysdale








18 February	Genesis 9:8-17	Psalm 25:1-10


Lent 1	1 Peter 3:18-22	Mark 1:9-15








25 February	Genesis 17:1-7,15-16	Psalm 22:23-31


Lent 2	Romans 4:13-25	Mark 8:31-38








Lent 1                                         Sunday, 18 February 2018





As we enter Lent - a time traditionally associated with simplicity and penitence - we cannot forget that we journey beneath a covenant spangled sky. God's love shines through the rainbow, settling about our still dripping shoulders with multihued grace.


This week the readings ask us to consider how we might weather the storms of our anxieties. How do we ride out the floods of our transgressions? In worship, learning and serving, we turn and move towards Jerusalem with courageous hearts and in  the company of Christ. 


As God's beloved, we become keepers of the covenant with all creation. We face our fears carrying God's love in our hearts and on our lips.


Seasons of the Spirit


				





Minister: 	Rev. Temukisa Amituana'i-Vaeluaga


Email: 	temukisa.av@gmail.com 


Mobile:  	0400 664 991





CHURCH OFFICE: 	Drysdale Church Centre 


Phone:	5253 1336


Email:	�HYPERLINK "mailto:drysdaleuc@yahoo.com.au"�drysdaleuc@yahoo.com.au� 


Web 	� HYPERLINK "http://drysdale.unitingchurch.org.au/" \t "_blank" �http://drysdale.unitingchurch.org.au�





UNITINGCARE OPSHOP:	Village Walk Drysdale


Phone:	5251 3640








