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for Sunday, 7 February, 2021

Church Councils and the Joint Coordinating Committee will review the dissemination of news for our congregations, do we still want this weekly newssheet?

Please provide feedback to a member of your church council, who meet this month, so all opinions can be considered. 

THIS WEEK IN OUR CONGREATIONS

Sunday, 7 February
Portarlington
9.00 am 		Rev. Temukisa

Drysdale
9.00 am		Jenni’s team
10. 45 am		Jenni’s team

Monday, 8 February
1.30 pm	Portarlington UCAF

Saturday, 13 February
9.30 am	Drysdale Pilgrimage

Sunday, 14 February
Portarlington
9.00 am	Pigdon and team

Drysdale
9.00 am 	Rev. Temukisa
4.45 am	Rev Temukisa
4.30 pm	Drysdale Messy Church

LECTIONARY READINGS

Feb 7	Is 40: 21-31		1 Cor 9: 16-23
Epiphany 5	Ps 147: 1-11, 20c		Mk 1: 29-30

Comments on the Lectionary from Seasons of the Spirit’s This week’s texts sing with confidence in God’s faithfulness. Jesus drew from this source of strength as his authority for healing and teaching, With Jesus, we are invited to trust in the power of God, who promises: “I will raise you up on eagles’ wings”. In what way does confidence in God’s faithfulness give shape and purpose to your life as an individual disciple and as a church? How might you forge a stronger connection with this source of strength?


Holy One, who makes all things possible, lift us when we are weary. Be our strength and fill us with hope as we seek to serve you and our neighbour this day    Amen


Feb 14	2 Kings 2: 1-12	Ps 50: 1-6
Transfiguration 	2 Cor 4: 3-6
Of Jesus	Mark 9:2-9

PORTARLINGTON

St Andrews UCAF

First meeting for 2021. All welcome on the second Monday of most months, ie 8 February at 1.30pm in the Fellowship Room for our Commitment service and a cuppa. Bring your own Cup/mug and scissors for Sammy Stamp.

DRYSDALE

Elders Election

Election conducted at the annual meeting resulted in Ken Handley, Denise McLaverty and Wayne Myers elected as Elders and Graham Clutterbuck and Andrea Lindsay elected as Church Councillors.

Congregation Annual Meeting

Graham Clutterbuck was elected as Chair on the Congregation with Colleen Diamond as Secretary. Many thanks to Glenda Vuillermin who stepped down from the Chair position. 

The printed annual report is available for all members of the congregation who were unable to attend the meeting.


Pilgrimage

Last chance to book in this week for the Pilgrimage next Saturday. Although it is walk and talk some people are going to drive and talk which is fine. 9.30 am start. Further details will be emailed to those taking part.
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Messy Church 

Next Sunday (14 February) Messy Church restarts for the year at 4.30 pm with the theme of "Love". You can be sure there will be something to do with hearts.

Pancake Dinner

Due to the Covid 19 restrictions on the serving of food, our annual pancake dinner will not be held on Pancake Tuesday, but will be postponed until a later date. Watch this space for further information.


ALL CONGREGATIONS

Synod E-News

UnitingWorld has compiled a seven-part Bible study for Lent and invites you to reflect on how we can partner with the global church for justice and be a “global neighbour”. The studies are an exploration of what the Bible says about some key issues in global mission and aim to help us explore a model of mission partnership that is respectful, mutual and life giving.

A free download is available from https:// e034f9e4a22b86e0163b5084b0c9aff6.pdf

Resources to help disaster healing

Bushfires, floods and other disasters effect our towns and communities. Our responses can help other people, offering hope and peace after tragic events. eLM has prepared a resource page with helpful material for individuals, families, worship leaders, ministerial agents and congregations. These include liturgies and prayers for use in corporate worship, sermon preparation and pastoral care.

See more at https://victas.uca.org.au/resources/disaster-care/
JustAct: Vision for a Just Australia
At the beginning of a new year and decade, I thought we might reflect on our Australian Assembly’s Vision for a 
Just Australia.  This will underpin all the later items that are presented in JustAct.
Our vision sits uncomfortably with the ‘Greed is Good’ mantra of western capitalism, but very well with our 
recognition of the world as belonging to God, love as the core of God’s nature, and our happy duty to be as like 
God the Son, as we can manage.  In fact, caring for God’s good earth and showing loving kindness to each 
other, are the surest way to ensure that human society survives and thrives.  
The Uniting Church’s Vision for a Just Australia
We see a nation where each person and all creation can flourish and enjoy abundant life.  The Uniting Church in
Australia believes the whole world is God’s good creation.  Each person is made in God’s image and is deeply
loved by God. In Jesus, God is completing the reconciliation and renewal of the whole creation.
Foundations of Our vision, are grounded in the life and mission of Jesus.  They are for a nation which:

Is characterised by love for one another, of peace with justice, of healing and reconciliation, of welcome
and inclusion.

Recognises the equality and dignity of each person.

Recognises sovereignty of First Peoples, has enshrined a First Peoples voice and is committed to truth 
telling about our history.

Takes seriously our responsibility to care for the whole of creation.

Is outward looking, a generous and compassionate contributor to a just world.
The biblical bases and acons to full each vision are detailed in the internet site 
hps://uning.church/visionstatement/
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