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The Early Word for today looks at the book of Amos.
Amos in his words was a simple herdsman who looked after stock and fig trees.
He lived in Tekoa which was a desolate and rocky place.
It is said in the text that he was recruited from a simple life and in vs.15b ‘the Lord took me from following my flock to go prophesy to my people Israel.’

In the time when Amos was a prophet God was often seen as a God of Judgement.
One of Amos’ visions was of God sending fire he had prepared to punish those who had turned away from Him. Amos pleaded for God to show mercy.
The Israelites were under the old covenant. 
Under its conditions, there were blessings for obedience and curses for disobedience.
 Today we live under the new covenant. Through Jesus Christ, God provided a new way.

Most of us today believe we pray to a God of love but we also understand that our ‘living’ is judged by God and that he is a God of mercy but also a God of Judgement, (some may disagree).

Amos was an intercessor – he used his voice as a warning to all.
 God spoke to him through a series of visions, one of which was about measuring the living style of the Israelites against a plumb line.

Amos’s vision of the plumb line and keeping God as our focus and testing our living style against a plumb line is what our Early Word is about today.

SO…. Have you ever constructed something?
            Any builders present?
I am looking at a lot of grandparents so I imagine you have been asked to build a Duplo or Lego tower.  Must have a strong wide base, must be tall and vertical and must go right up to the sky!  Then, of course you must smash it down.

I have brought along some builders tools, a level and a metal square.
Level- bubble must be in the centre – caravan draw bars- caravan fridge will work best if things are level.
We could test some of the walls and structures here to see if they are perfectly straight.

Those in Amos’ time would have used a plumb line (show one) to see if walls were perfectly straight.

Let’s just park the Amos reading for a moment.

During Covid I worked on completing a Baby Jane quilt.
This particular quilt is based on a quilt called ‘The Dear Jane’ which was stitched by Jane. A. Blakely Stickle in 1863. It is thought that Jane had a knowledge of geometry as her pieces and patches are perfect triangles, squares, rectangles etc.
The original quilt is housed in the Bennington Museum in Vermont, USA.
It is made of 100% cotton (perishable over time) and is one of very few American Civil War quilts to survive.

In the 1990’s Brenda Papadakis became enthralled by this original quilt and wrote a book about each square and drafted patterns for all 169 squares plus border pieces and sold thousands of her book titled, ‘Dear Jane’.  
‘Dear Jane’ would definitely have its own Insta.page.

Each block is exactly 4.5 inches square and there are 169 patches. 
If we were to place this 4 inch template onto my squares we should see a clear equal border around each square BUT there are some imperfections – quite a few in fact.
If my quilting efforts are a reflection of my ‘Christian living’ as in the Amos visions, then I would fall way short.

My daughters laugh and say, ‘Mum, the lady who did this original quilt in the 1860’s probably worked by candlelight and had no rulers, templates, and probably one sewing needle, no fine pencils or cutting mats and hers are perfect squares and yours are not!’ 

Pretty certain God does not care if my quilt squares are not in perfect lines.

The Amos reading about measuring the Israelites and us up against the plumb line is saying that God wants our lives to be in balance and to aim for right living.

 God was despairing that the Israelites were tempted in other directions.
Amos was angry that people were disinclined to live by God’s rules. 
 As a prophet of God he implored those around him to measure up or else.

At the time when the book of Amos was written the Assyrian menace had abated and there was peace in Judah. 
The national coffers were brimming and the money was flowing freely to merchants and landowners along the trade routes.
There was a vast divide between the wealthy and the very poor.
There was no balance and this is what Amos rallied against.

I don’t think God expects our lives to be in perfect balance all of the time.

I do think we need to take time to do things for others but also to take time out for ourselves, time to be busy in life but also time to be silent and to restore our wellbeing…to keep our lives ‘perpendicular to the base!’

Amos was definitely one of the earliest and most articulate champions of social justice, a simple herdsmen but God used him to convey this important lesson that we should aim to live lives worthy of God and aim for that perfect line in life.
Amen	
