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The event as the author of Mark’s Gospel tells it - takes place outside Jerusalem! People go into the fields to get foliage to wave.
A colt, young horse or donkey is procured; Jesus is prepared to make a spectacle of himself. A ridiculous, laughable image! (perhaps a mockery of the governor, who would ride a mighty stallion)
(When) do we make a spectacle of ourselves for the sake of others?
The people who have come out to greet Jesus are remembered calling out, “Hosanna” - which means, “save us.” 
A conversation
What might people have needed saving from in Jesus’ day?
Hunger, 
Homelessness, 
military oppression/violence
religious exclusion, (skin, limbs, sight, hearing, type of work)
Social exclusion, (gender, mental illness, type of work)

What do people need saving from today?
(The same things)
What do we need saving from here?
selfishness, greed, apathy, ignorance, people who sow division & hatred
Jesus rides on into Jerusalem, looks around and then heads out in the country again before his final entry into Jerusalem. Probably cheaper to stay outside Jerusalem!
The people cry out, “Hosanna! Save us!”
Let us cry out too, “Hosanna, save us!”

[bookmark: _GoBack]In the week ahead, the adulation will fall away; let us enter into Holy Week, as someone in that crowd.
A question we ask of ourselves is can we stay the distance with Jesus?

