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Psalm 23, Acts 4:5-12, John 10:11-18
“True power is in love”
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During those first 9 months of the Covid-19 pandemic, before we had vaccines, the risk of dying or long term complications was high. Imagery from Italy and New York City was frightening. The death rate was between 1 and 5%. And yet, health care professionals continued to go to work to care for the sick and dying. Hospital cleaners continued to go to work despite the gaps in knowledge about how it was transmitted and inadequacies of personal protective equipment (PPE). These people, out of necessity to earn a living, and out of compassion for others, put their lives on the line, so that others might live. 
The gospel reading today is from John the evangelist. It assumes Psalm 23 and other shepherd references in Hebrew Scripture. But the gospel reading subverts the usual understanding of God as Holy Shepherd.
The Psalm depicts the Holy One as having stick and rod - for protection. The power yielded by the shepherd God is for safety, for provision, for comfort and compassion. King David is to put his trust in this shepherd God, he who wields power over Israel. Regardless of abundant crops or dark valleys, the God of compassion accompanies him. The rod and staff are used for good. King David is to use his power for good also.
Now let us come back to the Gospel reading. We hear no less than three times, “The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep.” 10:11
“just as the Father knows me and I know the Father. And I lay down my life for the sheep.” 10:15

“For this reason the Father loves me, because I lay down my life in order to take it up again.”10:17

Now neither shepherds or kings are expected to lay down their life for a sheep. The shepherd’s responsibility is to secure his own safety in order to look after the sheep. A king will seek to secure his own life in order to secure the people’s well-being.

What John the evangelist is doing is upending the usual notions of power. The power of God’s love is evidenced in God’s love and compassion.

The power of God’s love is given witness in John’s Gospel, by Jesus submitting himself to the powers of darkness. 
John 20:11 Jesus answered Pilate, “You would have no power over me unless it had been given you from above;”
And while it seemed for two dreadful dark days that evil had won out, at Easter we celebrate the resurrection of Jesus. The life laid down on Good Friday receives resurrection on the third day. The real power is with the love of God. 

God continues to be at work rescuing people from the clutches of oppression.
God continues to be at work saving people from the ravages of sin.
God will continue to work, with our assistance in bring every last person down from the cross of crucifixion into lives that are full and overflowing.

God was at work in all those hospital and aged care cleaners and health care workers, caring for people, and saving people from a deadly disease. 

God is at work in us, as we take on Christ’s loving ways in loving giving.

God’s power is alive in us when we use our power for loving giving.
May our lives and our voices tell the story of God’s saving love!


