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Haggai was a very interesting prophet, a practical man. He was amongst the few thousand Jews who returned to their promised land with high hopes. His instructions from God were to get the people to rebuild the temple. Sounds simple enough and the returned exiles quickly laid the foundations for the new temple……….then nothing for eighteen years!
They got distracted by their own needs to house, feed and clothe their families and put the rebuilding of the temple on the back burner. Through Haggai God asked the people   “Does anyone remember how the temple used to be, all glorious? And what do you see now? Nothing much! Get to work for I am with you. Put into action the word I covenanted with you when you left Egypt. I’m living and breathing among you right now. Don’t be timid. Don’t hold back”. 
What powerful words. “I am living and breathing among you right now”
In this post Christendom era it is comforting to know that if only we believe in him…………….God is living and breathing among us right now. God is probably not asking us to physically rebuild his temple, although in areas where churches have been destroyed he will, but he needs us to obey Haggai’s instructions”………. “Get to work, don’t be timid, don’t hold back”.
We’re blessed. We already have the building – the temple or church, but we need to roll our sleeves up and get on  with the work of rebuilding our congregations. God is asking us through Haggai ‘Does anyone remember how full the churches used to be? And what do you see now? Nothing much, or empty pews. Get to work, don’t hold back. “  
I think the spirit of Haggai was with us last Saturday – we didn’t hold back, we got to work. We cooked, we sewed, we potted plants, we manned stalls, we set up and cleaned up………..not for ourselves and our own families, but to share our Lord with the wider community and show that God’s love is active and freely available to all.

Paul in his message to the Thessalonians warns them not to be hoodwinked by any false prophet or anarchist who sets himself up pretending to be the risen Christ.  In the meantime, they should have their hands full continually praising God and thanking him for his great love. 
It really is incredible that we, like the Thessalonians have been personally  chosen by God from the very start.
After all, we’re nothing special, just ordinary folk, going about our business, trying to do our best in a sometimes chaotic world,……..yet God sees right into our heart and soul. He picks us up……… and he shakes up……..because he sees the potential that we couldn’t even dream of. He sees us through the eyes of love.
Today we will hear from Antony McMillan something of how Uniting World  is getting to work, sharing God’s love in our world. May we gain inspiration from that.
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