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SUNDAY 16 NOVEMBER 2025
Reading: Luke 21: 5-19
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You may have seen this phrase on a t-shirt, a tea towel or a poster. Although it's been adapted and changed in recent years (and one example of this is at-shirt that Wayne and Tracey Myers gave me when my first grandchild was born that said 'Keep Calm and Love Scarlett), this phrase in its original form was coined by the British government in 1939. It was put on posters around the country as a message to help the people who feared the impending Second World War. In a very British way, the powers that be encouraged people to a stoic attitude to get on with life as ever, despite the days ahead.'

I have a feeling after hearing the Luke reading for today, that the disciples might have benefited from this encouragement in the face of Jesus' words in our gospel lesson. Jesus tells his disciples that the temple - the great illustrious temple that stood taking up nearly a quarter of Jerusalem - would be utterly devastated without one stone left on another.
It's hard for us to get our head around quite how radical a thought Jesus' words would have been to his disciples. They maybe would have preferred this one
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The temple at Jerusalem was an incredibly large and imposing building. It was a feat of ancient engineering, finished under the oversight of Herod the Great shortly before Jesus was born. In real terms, the temple itself was about the size of a football ground, to give a comparison that we all understand. That was the main temple building and the inner courts. However, if you include the outer courts and the whole temple campus, it was 20 times that size. It was huge!
But the temple was not only large in size, but it was also large in significance: it was one of the corner-stones of the Jewish faith. The temple was the place where sacrifices outlined in the Old Testament were to be offered: it was the very place where atonement for sin could be made. It was God's house: it contained the holy of holies - the sacred space in which the people believed God himself dwelled, and into which only the high priest would go once a year on the Day of Atonement.
The temple was the sacred center for the hustle and bustle of the various different annual feasts and festivals. Its design was believed to have been given by God himself, and it stood in the tradition of the great and glorious years of the first temple built by Solomon, when Israel was at its most prosperous.
And now the disciples hear that the temple is going to be razed to the ground. They were more likely to expect Jesus to speak of the destruction of the Romans who occupied Jerusalem or the fall of Rome. But instead, he tells them it is their house that is going to fall, an event which actually happened at the hands of the Romans in 70AD. And it's important to note that although the temple was destroyed, it did not cause the destruction of either Judaism or Christianity.

It was a hard thing for the disciples to hear. But while they might need to have heard "keep calm and carry on," the first message Jesus gives them is "keep calm and don't be led astray" He told them, many will come in my name saying 'I am he' - but don't believe them, don't follow them. Don't be led astray.
Jesus knew that in the tensions leading up to the fall of the temple many would try and lead a revolution against the Romans, they would attempt to re-establish God's nation and remove the enemy threat. These people would claim God's name, saying they were doing God's work. They would have convincing arguments from Scripture to back it up. They would say that the kingdom of God was going to be restored and Israel would be a great nation once again. Jesus knew such a promise of restoration would be a very real temptation for his disciples in the face of persecution, suffering, and the _hard and costly work of living out the gospel.
The lies of these pretenders would be convincing and persuasive, and a great temptation to the disciples.
"Keep calm and don't be led astray" Jesus warns.
What the disciples were only beginning to get their head around
was that the kingdom of God was no longer going to be tied to a specific pla' ce, temple or nation. The New Testament tells us the
kingdom of God is tied to a people, the body of Christ, those who confess that Jesus Christ is Lord. That's it. False messiahs would tempt the disciples to embed their faith within the political hopes for a renewed Israel, they would promise that now was the time of God's fulfilment, but Jesus warns them: do not follow after them.
Do not believe their lies.
It's an important message for us as Christians, even 2000 years later. We are sometimes tempted to be drawn into believing that

our political or cultural views and values are Christian views. We begin to put our hope in man-made systems, as though they will fix all our world's problems. They won't!
In fact putting our hopes in man made systems can be more destructive than beneficial. Look at the problems experienced in the United Kingdom when the Brexit argument was taking place. Some believed this new system would save the UK, others believed it would destroy it. And we only need to turn the TV on around 6pm on any given night to see the division in the United States between the Trumpers and the non-Trumpers ...... And we here in Australia are no better. The government does something, anything at all really, and the opposition jumps in and criticizes.
And it doesn't matter which major party is in power, this is still the way it's handled.
Unless our hope is founded on God in Jesus Christ, we will never be fully satisfied.
But our God is not a god of empire, of power or of political systems. He is not a God who rules his people with a sword. Our God is a god revealed in Jesus Christ - the one who emptied
himself and gave up equality with God in order to reveal himself at
•
our level. A God who is known through brokenness and suffering.
A God of the cross, put to death by Roman authorities. One who chose the path of vulnerability and marginalization for our sakes. One whose heart breaks in love for those who find themselves caught up and bruised in the machinations of this world.
There is no such thing as a Christian nation or a Christian political party. There are only Christian people. People who have come to know this God of the Cross who died and rose again for our sakes. People who are willing to embrace their own humanity and

suffering in order to bring light and life to those around them. People who can own their sin, seek repentance, and live into the forgiveness and life offered to them in the gospel.
Jesus said that his followers would be betrayed and hated by those closest to them when they acted upon their faith in His name. Today, this persecution can take many forms. For example, Martin Luther King and other leaders and participants in the Civil Rights movement were persecuted for daring to challenge the practices of segregation and racial discrimination of a nation that 'professed' to be a land of freedom and opportunity for all. They were challenging the nation to not only live up to its own written commitments, but to also live into the teachings of Jesus Christ that so many in that nation professed then, and profess today, to serve.
King did his work in the name of Jesus. He truly believed that authentic Christian faith is about liberation of all of God's people. And it was pleasing to hear just this past week that our own Victorian Government has negotiated a treaty between the First Peoples Assembly of Victoria and the state government. This agreement establishes a new permanent representative and deliberative body for Traditional Owners and First Peoples in the state. A great step forward towards true reconciliation.
Sometimes, challenging the status quo can lead to being ostracized, marginalized or ridiculed. When we are being maligned, we can feel as if we have been abandoned by those we thought were our friends and allies. If and when we experience mistreatment because we are following the ways of the Gospel of Jesus Christ we should not be surprised - we have only to

remember that Jesus predicted it would happen. We can take heart that God will be with us even in our times of trial.
Calamity was coming to Jerusalem and to its temple. It would strike fear in the hearts of the disciples. There would be many who would offer false promises of hope and revolution. Of change and a renewed sense of security. But Jesus tells them "do not be deceived - do not follow after them." The coming false prophets do not represent God's kingdom. For God's kingdom is not one of power and aggression, of control and domination, but of sacrificial love that takes the form of vulnerability and humiliation. God's kingdom forgives, reconciles and restores.
And remember too that Jesus is clear in his directive that those he is speaking to should not be concerned about preparing themselves - they don't need to worry that they may not be able to find the words, or the knowledge, to speak to the situation they find themselves in - because God will provide the words and wisdom that will be necessary. The pressure to prepare ahead comes from a fear of not being able to meet the moment. Jesus' declaration against preparation is both humbling and comforting.
The hearers are not expected to be capable of mounting a sufficient defense, because Jesus promises that the defense will come anyway, from God's presence in the midst of them. It is endurance, not triumphant acquittal or eloquent defense of the faith, that is lifted up as the virtue.


Whatever our backgrounds, gender, race, sexual orientation, or political preferences, Jesus' call to each and every one of us is the same. "Take up your cross daily and follow me." Do not buy the message of the world that lasting salvation can be found




anywhere but through the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. Do not make an idol out of any human, any institution or any
,1deology.
Do not believe the message of false prophets who preach a message of power and strength. The entrance into God's kingdom is found in one place and one place alone. The Cross of Christ. There is no other way.
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