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Saturday 5 April 2025


Drysdale Uniting Church


“Jeremiah 29: 11—For surely I know the plans I have for you … to give you a future with hope”
 




Drysdale Uniting Church—Reaching out with God’s love and care


AMAZING GRACE

Amazing grace, how sweet the sound
That saved a wretch like me!
I once was lost, but now am found,
Was blind but now I see.

As grace first taught my heart to fear,
So grace my fears relieved;
How precious did that grace appear
The hour I first believed!

Through many dangers, toils and snares
I have already come;
God’s grace has brought me safe thus far,
And grace will lead me home.

The Lord has promised good to me,
His word my hope secures;
He will my shield and portion be
As long as life endures.

When we've been there ten thousand years,
bright shining as the sun,
we've no less days to sing God's praise
than when we first begun.

Words: John Newton
Used under license LicenSing # A262


OPENING 


Welcome and Introduction

Call to worship

We come, God of life, as people from different places, different histories, and different lifestyles.

ALL: We come hoping to find companionship for this journey, solidarity for the struggle. 
We yearn, with Christ as our foundation, for a new way of living and relating... an opportunity to achieve the hopes that we have for ourselves and others.

ALL: We yearn to live fully, celebrating both the diversity of our human family, and the unity of our call to love and justice.
With the gift of your grace we are nourished.

Acknowledgement of Country

The traditional custodians of this place, the Wadawurrung peoples, tended the land and waterways in partnership with the Creator Spirit. Their spirits were closely connected to country, trusting that if country was cared for, that country would care for them. They shared stories from one generation to the next, shared a way of life in which creation provided a bountiful harvest, all that was needed for the people to survive and thrive. 

ALL: We honour the elders, the keepers of the stories, past and present and work toward healing and reconciliation.


LITURGY FOR STATION ONE: HOPE FOR THE WORLD ENVIRONMENT

Scripture: Romans 15:4-13 (New Revised Standard Version Updated Edition)
4 For whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, so that by steadfastness and by the encouragement of the scriptures we might have hope. 5 May the God of steadfastness and encouragement grant you to live in harmony with one another, in accordance with Christ Jesus, 6 so that together you may with one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 7 Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God. 8 For I tell you that Christ has become a servant of the circumcised on behalf of the truth of God in order that he might confirm the promises given to the ancestors 9 and that the gentiles might glorify God for his mercy. As it is written, “Therefore I will confess you among the gentiles and sing praises to your name”; 10 and again he says, “Rejoice, O gentiles, with his people”; 11 and again, “Praise the Lord, all you gentiles, and let all the peoples praise him”; 12 and again Isaiah says, “The root of Jesse shall come, the one who rises to rule the gentiles; in him the gentiles shall hope.” 13 May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.
	
Reflection
Look at the beauty that surrounds us; we stand on a clifftop and can look across the bay at the majesty of our small mountain, the You Yangs.
Our reading from the letter to the Romans by Paul reminds us that what was written before was for our instruction and encouragement; Paul is referring to the Old Testament writings, but today we would look at messages like Paul’s and more recent writers taking about the importance of the environment to our well-being. We are asked to be stewards for tomorrow. 
The prophet Jeremiah recorded the words of the Lord that there was a plan for our future and that future was one with hope. (Jeremiah 29: 11 - For surely I know the plans I have for you, says the LORD, plans for your welfare and not for harm, to give you a future with hope.)
God provides the world and its resources; what we do with it is up to us. If we are to continue the future hope for the world then we must care for this world. 
In the current world there are lots of actions to care for the world – climate change; global warming; days of action; steps to reduce, recycle, reuse; water conservation or excess water use. Each of these have champions at the time encouraging us to take part but it is up to us to choose what we want to be part of. Our children and children’s children learn so much more than we did about the importance of caring for our world. 
There is a lovely hymn that says:
God gives us a future,
Daring us to go
Into dreams and dangers
On a path unknown.
We will face tomorrow
In the Spirit’s power,
We will let God change us,
For new life starts now.

Our hope for the world environment may be a challenge; do we believe the scientists who tell us about concerns for aspects of the world? Like the hymn writer, God gives us the challenge to go forward so that we ensure that this view is maintained.


Prayer
God of life,
we praise you for the beauty of creation,
its richness and variety;
yet, through greed and ignorance,
we scar your world with plastic waste
and throw so much away.
Make us more like Jesus,
treading gently on our common home,
and breathe your Spirit on us,
that we may care more deeply for your Earth.
We ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
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This year’s painting to contemplate is called “The Hope“ by the artist Pinter Nicolas from Spain. It is dedicated to the work of lighthouses along the coast.
What do you see that gives you hope?

Song		(v1)


On the way

We now walk to our second liturgy stop at Percy Cherry Park. As we walk please take time to look at the environment around – the cliff, the water, the view, the trees along the creek, the residential gardens. Think about how they all form God’s creation.




LITURGY FOR STATION TWO:  HOPE FOR PEACE IN THE WORLD

Gathering and conversation
Call to worship 
Lord as we gather here today may we take time to listen to the sounds around us, the birds, the hum of traffic, the sounds of people going about their daily lives in their homes and in the street. And then let us take time to think about those for whom daily life is not the peaceful experience that it is for us in this wonderful land where we live. We think of those who live in constant fear of attack, the possibility of losing their homes or family members in war-torn countries, those who experience violence even in their own homes, and those who for various reasons find no place where they can experience true peace. May we find a way to bring your Peace to all.
Scripture Readings: There are countless references to Peace in the Bible.  
From the New Testament we read:
Ephesians 4: 32 - Be kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving each other, just as in Christ God forgave you.
Colossians 3:15 - Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as members of one body you were called to peace. And be thankful.
Matthew 22: 37-39 - Jesus replied: “Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.’ This is the first and greatest commandment.  And the second is like it: ‘Love your neighbour as yourself.”
John 13:34 - A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another.
And in the Old Testament:
Leviticus 19:18 - Do not seek revenge or bear a grudge against anyone among your people, but love your neighbour as yourself. I am the Lord.

Reflection
Clearly when we hear these passages from the Bible we get the message loud and clear – God wants us to live in harmony and peace with others.
So why are there wars in the world? Why can’t everyone be friends? Why can’t everyone live in peace?
These are questions that were raised by a group of young local teens when I was leading the Youth Group some 20 years ago.
One evening at our Youth Group we were discussing bullying and fighting in schools and the discussion led to these questions.  One of the boys, about twelve years old, asked me ‘Isn’t there a way everyone can just be friends?’
We talked about these questions for a while and came up with the idea of ‘The Friends Club’ – a club that would have only two rules.  The first rule was that each day that you were a member you were to invite one other person to join the Club.  The second rule was that everyone in the club must agree to be nice to everyone else in the club. No fighting, no teasing, no bullying.
So I asked the group of six – I think there was two girls and four boys at Youth Group that night – how long they thought it would take, if the six of them started the next day by inviting one other person to join the Friends Club, and explained the rules, and everyone who was invited agreed to join and to follow the two simple rules, how long would it take until everyone in the world was a member of ‘The Friends Club’. 
In 2005, twenty years ago, the world’s population was 6.5 billion people. The guesses the kids made varied from twenty years right down to one year.  And then we worked it out with a calculator.  Would anyone like to make a guess as to what the correct answer was?  
The answer in 2005 was xxxxxxxxx.  The group was so excited – as though this was actually something achievable.  Because it sounded so simple!  Two rules – xxxxxxxxx – world peace.
Of course I explained to them that it would never happen.  That greed and selfishness and the hunger for power gets in the way and that many people don’t actually want peace – they want control, material things, power over others. They were a bit dejected and their wonderful enthusiasm wore off quickly.  But we talked about it and decided that it doesn’t mean we should stop trying.
And then I told them the story of the starfish on the beach.  The little boy who was walking along the beach with his grandfather and saw thousands of starfish washed up on the beach, drying up and dying in the sun.  And the little boy spent almost an hour picking up a starfish, taking it down and placing it back gently in the water and watching it swim away, and then going back for another, and another and another.  
When it was time to go home the grandfather said ‘Come on, it’s time to go now’.  The little boy didn’t answer but went and picked up another starfish and walked towards the water.  The grandfather raised his voice and said ‘I said come on!  You can’t save them all.’  The little boy turned to his grandfather and held out his hand with a starfish on it and said ‘I know grandfather, but I can save this one’.
Surely if we continue to pray for peace, and if we do our best to spread the Good News of Jesus Christ to those we come in contact with, even if we only manage to influence one other person, then we will be one step closer to making the world a more peaceful place. 
In our Lenten bible study recently we talked about Jesus describing the Kingdom of Heaven through parables, and Luke 13: 20-21 says ‘Again he asked, “What shall I compare the kingdom of God to?  It is like yeast that a woman took and mixed into about sixty pounds of flour until it worked all through the dough.” 
May we be like the yeast and spread the love of God to those around us. Amen
Prayer
Lord as we take in the peaceful surroundings on our journey today, let us remember that much of the world does not have the privilege of living in a peaceful land.  
We pray for all those for whom a state of war is their everyday life - those who have lost loved ones and homes in wars; for those in countries where they know no other way than to be in constant fear.
We pray for those in our own community who live in a state of fear in their own homes or schools.  For victims of domestic violence  - for children who fear going to school because they are constantly bullied – for those who fear racial and sexual prejudices as part of their everyday existence.
We pray for peace for all people – a peace which can only be attained through your grace, and the knowledge that you love every one of your people, although they may not know it.
Show us how to bring your love and saving grace to those around us.  Amen

Song		(v2)


On the way

As we prepare to leave this Station, let us remember the heroism of Percy Cherry VC and all members of the armed forces over the years that have fought to ensure peace for our country and the world.






LITURGY FOR STATION THREE:  HOPE OF COMMUNITIES

Gathering and conversation
Call to worship
As we gather here in this community we give thanks to God.
God we thank you for the people who have been here for thousands of years and for those who have been here for a short time.
May this community have hope for the future, may it be a place of happiness and joy.

Scripture reading:   1 Corinthians 13: 8-13
8 Love never ends. But as for prophecies, they will come to an end; as for tongues, they will cease; as for knowledge, it will come to an end. 9 For we know only in part, and we prophesy only in part, 10 but when the complete comes, the partial will come to an end. 11 When I was a child, I spoke like a child, I thought like a child, I reasoned like a child. When I became an adult, I put an end to childish ways. 12 For now we see only a reflection, as in a mirror, but then we will see face to face. Now I know only in part; then I will know fully, even as I have been fully known. 13 And now faith, hope, and love remain, these three, and the greatest of these is love.

Reflection
What is a community?
The dictionary says” a social group of any size whose members reside in a specific locality, share government, and has a cultural and historical heritage.”
Goggle says “a social unit (a group of people) with a shared socially significant characteristic such as place, set of norms, culture, religion, values, customs, or identity.
We are born into a community. 
The community is our family even though we do not realise it. 
We have faith, hope and love. We have faith that someone in the family knows how to look after a baby (maybe Granny). 
We hope that the family has everything ready for us. We also hope that they will love us.
When we go to school we have faith in the teachers. We have hope that we will find friends. This is where we start learning about community and our place in it.
At school we find that we may not be in the “IN group”. We start looking for some friends who have similar ideas and traits as us.
Maybe it is not at school you find your group, maybe it’s in a scout troop, or a basketball team, the friends at the lifesaving club or some other group.
Sometimes it takes a while to feel you belong. It can be later at university when you finally find the tribe you were looking for. It happens to be in the lab with the Geeks doing science and engineering. 
The community is also around you the neighbours in your street, the shop keepers down the road, the doctor round the corner and others people that live nearby.
You may not say more than hello or wave as you drive pass, but they are your community.
You may not like some of them and others you love dearly. They form your community.
Where else do you find your community? At work –Yes.  At the golf club-Yes. At the craft group –Yes and many other places.
As we grow older we will find other communities.
In all the community places we have the hope that we will belong.
Did I miss the one place in the community where I know that I belong? Yes I did.
One of the places I know I belong is the Christian community. I belong here in Drysdale and I belong in other places where Christians meet.
We believe in one God, creator of the world and all people; 
And in Jesus Christ, incarnate among us, who died and rose again;
And in the Holy Spirit, present with us to guide, strengthen and comfort.
May we all have faith, hope and love.

Prayer
We pray for this our community. 
We pray for all who serve others in this place. 
Give us hope as we continue to serve you here in Drysdale.

Song		(v3)

On the way

We set forth again taking in the views and thinking about the residential community of Curlewis, Clifton Springs and Drysdale and our role in being Christians within it.


PRAYER AT THE WESLEYAN METHODIST CHAPEL SITE
This site recognises the start of the Uniting Church in Drysdale as a Wesleyan Methodist Chapel. The plaque was placed and dedicated in 1999 on the 150th anniversary of the establishment of the chapel.
Dear Lord, We humbly seek the wisdom and guidance of our ancestors, who have paved the way before us. May their spirits surround us, offering insight and strength as we navigate our paths. Help us honour their legacy and learn from their experiences, that we may walk in faith and purpose with hope in the future. Grant us clarity and connection to our roots.
Amen.


LITURGY FOR STATION FOUR: HOPE FOR RECREATION

Gathering and conversation
Reading:	Psalm 62: 1-7 NRSVUE
1 For God alone my soul waits in silence;
    from him comes my salvation.
2 He alone is my rock and my salvation,
    my fortress; I shall never be shaken.
3 How long will you assail a person,
    will you batter your victim, all of you,
    as you would a leaning wall, a tottering fence?
4 Their only plan is to bring down a person of prominence.
    They take pleasure in falsehood;
they bless with their mouths,
    but inwardly they curse. Selah
5 For God alone my soul waits in silence,
    for my hope is from him.
6 He alone is my rock and my salvation,
    my fortress; I shall not be shaken.
7 On God rests my deliverance and my honour;
    my mighty rock, my refuge is in God.

Poem: The Joy of Discovery 
Each turn reveals a world anew,
With vibrant skies and endless blue.
In every heartbeat, nature sings,
Awakening the joy that adventure brings.
The thrill of discovery calls my name,
As I forge ahead, never the same.
In every journey, I find my place,
A tapestry woven with nature’s grace.

Reflection
As we gather here at this Recreation Reserve we are able to see different opportunities for recreation – football, cricket in summer, netball, tennis, cycling and walking, but right in front of us we have the playground for children. 
Recreation is something that is important from early age right through to older age.
Recreation is not something that we find much about in the Bible. 
However, what do we mean by recreation? In this place we are mostly looking at activities. 
A dictionary definition says that it is a way of enjoying yourself when you are not working, but then we need to consider what working entails. For some people working in the garden is their relaxation and pulling out weeds or trimming shrubs is not work for them. A second definition says that recreation is something done for pleasure or to relax. The gardeners can therefore know that working in the garden for pleasure is recreation, although for some people doing the gardening may be hard work; for some people their sporting recreation may also be hard work.
On the edge of the reserve is Macleod’s Waterhole ; a tranquil area where you can relax, listen to the birds, look at the water in the lake, or go for a quiet walk around the lake.
In the book of Exodus (Exodus 23: 12) God’s message to rest was heard – after six days of working the seventh was to be a day of rest. Over the years some people have interpreted this to extremes by not allowing any form of work like lighting fires for comfort and basic cooking.
God was indicating that rest was important so that we became useful members of our community but we have squandered the opportunity by trying to fill up the time. Even the Gospel of Mark (Mark 6: 31) said it was important to go away by ourselves to secluded place and rest for a while.
In 2 Samuel (2: 14) mention is made to let the young men arise and hold a contest before us. That sounded like entertainment and the early days of the Greek tradition of sports that resulted in the Olympics. However reading the wider verses of 2 Samuel it was a waring contest between soldiers with both sides to kill one another; not what I would call recreation.
I finish with the words of Timothy (1 Timothy 6: 17-18):
17 As for those who in the present age are rich, command them not to be haughty or to set their hopes on the uncertainty of riches but rather on God, who richly provides us with everything for our enjoyment. 18 They are to do good, to be rich in good works, generous, and ready to share.
Our enjoyment comes from doing good – doing well in our service to others, doing well in our playing of sports, doing well in our relaxation that provides us with pleasure. All this provides God with our glory.
Prayer
Merciful God, as we step onto the field of competition, we pray for the strength to endure the challenges that lie ahead. Grant us the unwavering physical and mental stamina needed to push ourselves to the limit and to persevere through the trials.
We seek your divine guidance to help us remain steadfast in our efforts, knowing that through our struggles, we may find not only victory but also personal growth. We thank you for this precious opportunity and trust wholeheartedly in your unfailing support. Amen.

Song 	(v4)

Moving on

As we travel to our last station we think about the people who have helped us with our recreation time – sports leaders or relaxation mentors.


LITURGY FOR STATION FIVE: HOPE FOR THE CHURCH
Gathering and conversation
[bookmark: _Hlk161238488]Scripture reading:   Matthew 18:19-20 NRSVUE
19 Again, truly I tell you, if two of you agree on earth about anything you ask, it will be done for you by my Father in heaven. 20 For where two or three are gathered in my name, I am there among them.

Reflection
“For where two or three are gathered in my name, I am there among them.”
I have experienced church in a number of places:
a church building
a stadium
a campsite
on the shore of a lake
at a kitchen table on a farm
a park
a hall
a roadside
in aged care facilities
in hospitals
other places?
These have all been characterised by the reading of scripture, prayer, song/hymn, and proclamation of the Word (preaching). God ensures there will always be church: gatherings of God’s family in Christ. We might not know what church will look like in twenty or eighty years’ time, but we can be assured that people will gather as church in company with Christ Jesus.
Remembering what church is: “An outpost of the Kingdom of God”.

There is a hymn which speaks of what the church is and is not.

The church is not a building
the church is not a steeple
the church is not a resting-place
the church is a people!
I am the church! You are the church!
We are the church together!
All who follow Jesus all around the world,
yes, we’re the church together!
We’re many kinds of people
with many kinds of faces
all colours and all ages too
from all times and places.
I am the church...
And when people gather
there’s singing and there’s praying
there’s laughing and there’s crying sometimes
all of it saying:
I am the church…
I count if I am ninety
or nine or just a baby;
there’s one thing I am sure about, and
I don’t mean maybe:
I am the church…
[bookmark: _GoBack]Remembering whose the church is:
Paul exhorts the church at Ephesus: Ephesians 4:1-6
I, therefore, the prisoner in the Lord, beg you to walk in a manner worthy of the calling to which you have been called, 2 with all humility and gentleness, with patience, bearing with one another in love, 3 making every effort to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace: 4 there is one body and one Spirit, just as you were called to the one hope of your calling, 5 one Lord, one faith, one baptism, 6 one God and Father of all, who is above all and through all and in all.



Prayer
Blessed be God who calls us together.
	Praise to God who makes us one people.
Blessed be God whose Word is proclaimed.
	Praise to God who is revealed as lover.
Blessed be God who alone has called us.
	therefore we offer all that we are
	   and all we shall become.
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,
the love of God
and the communion of the Holy Spirit
be with us all, evermore, Amen.

Song	
I am the church! You are the church!
We are the church together!
All who follow Jesus all around the world,
yes, we’re the church together!

Song 	(v5)




Thanks and Blessing:
At this ending of our pilgrimage we give thanks to God for – 
· The meaning behind our theme of Hope
· The weather that has allowed us to be together
· Those who prepared the liturgy
· Those who have participated in walking and driving, sharing and taking part.
Above all God, we are grateful that we have been able to share with you our thoughts, spoken or unspoken, about the value and beauty of your world. To you we pray, Amen.


Grace before lunch

Leader: 	As we pause before moving to lunch, may we be nourished with this food, and 					the food and fellowship that God provides.
Pilgrims: 	Thanks be to God. Amen.
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The words for the song “Amazing Grace” are by John Newton, and used under the Public Domain and  license LicenSing # A262
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