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As this is the start of Holy Week when you get a choice of the readings to be used, we decided to use the journey of Jesus through this week as the theme. Not just concentrating on the entry into Jerusalem that Claire spoke about being the Palm Sunday reading but continuing on until Good Friday.
It is all a journey; a journey for Jesus that was part of God’s plan; a journey that focusses on the suffering for Jesus in the coming days. “It is a human instinct to avoid pain and suffering, and it takes dedication and commitment – true self-giving love – to take them on intentionally”. 
The Liturgy, Life and Learning material has suggested looking at this journey through the image of cloaks or different characteristics. In doing so I will provide a selection of readings and prayers and we will sing the chant “Remember me”, shown on the screen. 
However, first let’s establish the timeline for the week. While biblical scholars debate the exact order of events during Holy Week, this timeline represents an approximate outline of the significant happenings of the most holy days on the Christian calendar. I use the suggestions from Mary Fairchild, a full-time Christian minister, writer, and editor of two Christian anthologies, including "Stories of Calvary."
Day 1: Triumphal Entry on Palm Sunday
Day 2: Jesus Clears the Temple on Monday
Day 3: Jesus Goes to the Mount of Olives on Tuesday
Day 4: Holy Wednesday thought to be a day of rest
Day 5: Passover and Last Supper on Maundy Thursday
Day 6: Trial, Crucifixion, Death, and Burial on Good Friday
Day 7: Holy Saturday in the Tomb
Day 8: Resurrection Sunday

The first cloak we use today is the cloak of obedience, worn by a suffering servant. 
Isaiah 50: 4-6 says:
4 The Lord GOD has given me
    a trained tongue,
that I may know how to sustain
    the weary with a word.
Morning by morning he wakens,
    wakens my ear
    to listen as those who are taught.
5 The Lord GOD has opened my ear,
    and I was not rebellious;
    I did not turn backward.
6 I gave my back to those who struck me
    and my cheeks to those who pulled out the beard;
I did not hide my face
    from insult and spitting.
Jesus’ journey on day one was a triumphal procession. The crowds were prepared to wave branches in celebration of the entry of a man renowned for doing good, healing people, prepared to tackle the Roman authorities as well as the temple authorities. 
Jesus was following instructions to come to Jerusalem knowing that trouble was at hand; most people would have just stayed away.
Prayer
We wonder at your resolve and commitment to God and to the people you loved, O Christ.

We remember those who have shown dedication to difficult tasks and pray for those struggling to work for good at the limits of their endurance.

In our own times of pain, or shame, or unjust treatment, help us to find strength in you and seek your mercy and justice. Amen.

Song
Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.
Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.

Place cloak by cross

The garment of grief is our second cloak. Jesus did not know how his death would unfold but he knew that was the prophesised result. But even in his distress he can worry about others. At the end of the journey into Jerusalem as he saw the city he wept over it. Here has been the welcoming crowd but the temple authorities are not in his welcoming crowd. 
It is important to remember that Jesus was revolutionary, radical, questioning. He has upset the priests and Pharisees by trying to change their way. Change is always difficult – some people will agree, some will disagree, some may agree but find it hard to make the change.

Psalm 31: 9-16 says:
9 Be gracious to me, O LORD, for I am in distress;
    my eye wastes away from grief,
    my soul and body also.
10 For my life is spent with sorrow
    and my years with sighing;
my strength fails because of my misery,
    and my bones waste away.
11 I am the scorn of all my adversaries,
    a horror to my neighbours,
an object of dread to my acquaintances;
    those who see me in the street flee from me.
12 I have passed out of mind like one who is dead;
    I have become like a broken vessel.
13 For I hear the whispering of many—
    terror all around!—
as they scheme together against me,
    as they plot to take my life.
14 But I trust in you, O LORD;
    I say, “You are my God.”
15 My times are in your hand;
    deliver me from the hand of my enemies and persecutors.

Prayer
Thank you for those who offer support and comfort to those in distress. We think of those carrying grief and sorrow at this time.

When we feel weak or wasted, forgotten or fear-filled, help us to put our trust in you, O Lord, for we are always in your care. Amen.

Song
Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.
Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.

Place cloak by cross

The garment of humility is our next cloak. 

Jesus chose to ride into Jerusalem on a donkey, a young colt. He did this so that he would be fulfilling the ancient prophecy in Zechariah (9:9) - Rejoice greatly, O daughter Zion!
    Shout aloud, O daughter Jerusalem!
See, your king comes to you;
    triumphant and victorious is he,
humble and riding on a donkey,
    on a colt, the foal of a donkey.

But there were other reasons for riding a donkey. Firstly it was likely that a donkey was more readily available, although finding a colt, a foal, must have been more difficult. However, Jesus somehow knew that one would be available there in the village ahead, but it raises concerns why the owner would allow the donkey to be taken to be used by Jesus – he was obviously aware of him, perhaps even a supporter. My other concern is Jesus riding this young donkey, a fully grown man on a young donkey. Today the animal activists would be up in arms. I admit that as a child of about eight or nine, I, and my brother and sister, used to ride on the back of our pet sheep for a little distance. 

The second reason likely for riding a donkey was to show his humility. He was the prophesied king coming into his city. In comparison the Roman ruler would have come in either riding a majestic horse or be delivered in a chariot drawn by a horse.

Lent is about reflecting on our part in God’s kingdom and humility on our part should be just as important.

Philippians 2:5–11 says:
5 Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus,
6 who, though he existed in the form of God,
    did not regard equality with God
    as something to be grasped,
7 but emptied himself,
    taking the form of a slave,
    assuming human likeness.
And being found in appearance as a human,
8     he humbled himself
    and became obedient to the point of death—
    even death on a cross.
9 Therefore God exalted him even more highly
    and gave him the name
    that is above every other name,
10 so that at the name given to Jesus
    every knee should bend,
    in heaven and on earth and under the earth,
11 and every tongue should confess
    that Jesus Christ is Lord,
    to the glory of God the Father.


Prayer

We are grateful for the life and example of Jesus, for his path of obedience in the face of danger and difficulty.

We pray for those who offer selfless service in our communities and those who feel frustrated by the confines of being human.

Help us to understand what it means to be servants without a hidden agenda. Amen.

Song
Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.
Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.

Place cloth at the foot of the cross

The cloak of true service

One of the first actions that Jesus took when he arrived in Jerusalem was to drive out the traders selling wares in the temple. 

Luke 19: 45-46 says:
45 Then he entered the temple and began to drive out those who were selling things there, 46 and he said, “It is written,
‘My house shall be a house of prayer,’
    but you have made it a den of robbers.”

As a good Jew Jesus was aware of the purpose of the temple, a place where people could come to worship God and to learn about the scriptures. Following the clearing of the temple he spent time teaching about God’s word. If we were following the Gospel closely we would see that he spent some days doing this but it has been condensed into one for the purpose of Holy Week.
What is really important is that Jesus was teaching about the importance of God’s word through scripture and how the temple was the place to come and worship.

Of course this angered the priests and scribes, more so than they already were with him for his healing and comments. Of course they would also be annoyed that they had just lost their income source from the traders.

I wonder just how much Jesus understood that his actions were causing so much hatred.

Prayer

God of true greatness, we are grateful for capable and committed leaders who work hard for their communities. 

We pray for political leaders, religious leaders, civic and business leaders and all who exercise power over others that they will come to understand and practise true greatness. 

Song
Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.
Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.


Place cloth at the foot of the cross

The cloak of rest continues the story of teaching and preparation.

Luke 21:31–38 says:
31 So also, when you see these things taking place, you know that the kingdom of God is near. 32 Truly I tell you, this generation will not pass away until all things have taken place. 33 Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away.
34 “Be on guard so that your hearts are not weighed down with dissipation and drunkenness and the worries of this life and that day does not catch you unexpectedly, 35 like a trap. For it will come upon all who live on the face of the whole earth. 36 Be alert at all times, praying that you may have the strength to escape all these things that will take place and to stand before the Son of Man.”
37 Every day he was teaching in the temple, and at night he would go out and spend the night on the Mount of Olives, as it was called. 38 And all the people would get up early in the morning to listen to him in the temple.
The Gospel records that all the people were listening, coming to the temple to hear Jesus speak. He must have been a very enchanting and mesmerizing person. Perhaps he was attractive to add to the drawcard like a popstar of today, but certainly not the blond blue-eyed person that we sometimes imagine as being like us but dark-skinned, black hair and beard and dark eyes. The Gospel doesn’t record but his disciples must have been with him and the teaching he was giving was as much for them as it was for the general people.

Luke says that each night Jesus went to the Mount of Olives. This was his time to rest, to recover for the next day. We know from other readings that Jesus liked to spend time alone, alone with his thoughts and with his God, his father. I can’t help thinking why he went back to the Mount of Olives each time rather than stay within the city, but perhaps this is where he had friends he could stay with and be fed and cared for in comfort. Hospitality is important no matter the circumstances that we find ourselves in.


Prayer
Sometimes, loyalty and a sense of dedication lead to us making false promises; many of us are good at over-committing. 

Be with all those who find it hard to understand what is being asked of them. 
Help us to be loyal to those we are committed to and to develop a healthy self-awareness to recognise our weak points. Amen.

Song
Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.
Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.


Place cloth at the foot of the cross 


The cloth of generous provision is the time that we see Jesus stay within the city and shares in the hospitality in particular with his disciples and followers


Luke 22:14–23 says:

14 When the hour came, he took his place at the table, and the apostles with him. 15 He said to them, “I have eagerly desired to eat this Passover with you before I suffer, 16 for I tell you, I will not eat it until it is fulfilled in the kingdom of God.” 17 Then he took a cup, and after giving thanks he said, “Take this and divide it among yourselves, 18 for I tell you that from now on I will not drink of the fruit of the vine until the kingdom of God comes.” 

19 Then he took a loaf of bread, and when he had given thanks he broke it and gave it to them, saying, “This is my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 20 And he did the same with the cup after supper, saying, “This cup that is poured out for you is the new covenant in my blood. 21 But see, the one who betrays me is with me, and his hand is on the table. 22 For the Son of Man is going as it has been determined, but woe to that one by whom he is betrayed!” 

23 Then they began to ask one another which one of them it could be who would do this.

Passover was an important time for Jews, and still is today. Passover, was a holiday commemorating the Hebrews’ liberation from slavery in Egypt and the “passing over” of the forces of destruction. Passover is also sometimes called the Festival of Unleavened Bread. 

Passover begins with the 15th and ends with the 21st day of the month of Nisan (March or April). On these seven days, all leaven, whether in bread or other mixture, is prohibited, and only unleavened bread, called matzo, may be eaten. The matzo symbolizes both the Hebrews’ suffering while in bondage and the haste with which they left Egypt in the course of the Exodus. 

Jesus at this Passover gathering institutes what we called Holy Communion, at this Last Supper with his followers. Jesus asks that they remember him as he will remember them.


Prayer
Thank you, generous God, for meals eaten together, for conversations shared, and for friendships deepened.

We pray for all those who provide food for others in their homes, in hospitals, in schools and institutions, in cafes and restaurants. 

For many, Easter is a busy time: may their generosity and provision offer nourishment and nurture to those who receive. 

We think of those who will go hungry over this Easter-time and pray that we will be ready to share more generously. Amen.

Song
Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.
Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.


Place cloth at the foot of the cross 

This brings us to Good Friday, the day of betrayal, denial, accusation, trial, humiliation, suffering, and death. This is time when Jesus is prepared to meet his maker, to provide forgiveness to others and to still think about others. 

It is the end of the Lenten journey. May it be a time for us in our reflection to think about how we think of others and our relationship with God. A

Place the crown at the foot of the cross
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