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There used to be an unwritten rule that it was bad manners to discuss politics or religion at a dinner party – such topics could render the soup too salty, the main course unpalatable and the souffle just hot air, which meant the weather got thoroughly dissected and the guests were left wondering how soon they could decently say goodbye without offending the host.
Politics can be awkward, particularly when elections are getting close. Most of us want what is best for our state or country, although some folk don’t consider the bigger picture and only want what will benefit them personally. The funny thing is, when a leader does something really bad, or brings in a law which goes against their promises – no one will admit having voted for them. Well let’s get real, they didn’t vote themselves into office without a lot of help did they, so somebody (plural) must have voted for them.
Samuel was in a bit of a predicament. He was personally disappointed in Saul as King, but God told him to forget about his own feelings and get on with the job of finding a new King. Samuel probably thought to himself that’s ok for you God, but it’s not so easy for me. As a child, if I disagreed with some family rule or didn’t want to do what I’d been told – I often said to my mother It’s all right for you mum, but!”  and she would invariably answer “ I don’t know why you think it is all right for me – let me assure you, it is not all right for me, now please do as I have asked”.
God said to Samuel “Stop sulking over Saul. I have rejected him as King and that is the end of the matter, now do as I ask and set about anointing the one I have chosen. In effect God is saying to Samuel “Listen here Sammy, It is my bat, and it is my ball, so in this playground we play my rules OK”. Of course Samuel had a few buts – mainly fearing for his own skin should Saul hear about it. In politics everywhere there are often difficulties in standing up for what we believe – if we vote a certain way we may be putting our own political future at risk. Some of you may remember a former Prime Minister of our country who famously said “Life wasn’t meant to be easy”, so Samuel had to obey God and hope God’s strategy of taking a calf with him and telling the town leaders in Bethlehem he had come to make a sacrifice would protect him. Following God’s instructions he made sure Jesse had been invited to the gathering and asked to see his sons with a view to choosing a King. What a job! Jesse duly paraded seven of his sons in front of Samuel. It must have been a bit like auditioning for a part in an upcoming musical – will this one take the lead role, or be relegated to the chorus line? As Samual saw each of Jesse’s sons he thought to himself – ‘Surely this is the one – tall, good looking, very Kingly in stature, what more could God want?’’ But it seemed good looks weren’t enough. 
This is encouraging to us in a modern world where good looks seem to be more important than good character. One of my grandfather’s cousins was orphaned as a young child and was brought up by two elderly spinster aunts.  Apparently Aunt Eva was quite beautiful, but she never knew it because the old girls, fearing that she would become vain, never allowed her to have a mirror, so until she married she had never seen her own reflection – unbelievable in this day and age! 
But back to Samuel – it seemed that God was hard to please, rejecting all seven of Jesse’s sons. In desperation Samuel asked Jesse if he had any more sons, to be told ‘Well there is the runt of the litter, but he’s out taking care of the sheep’. Finally success! As God explained – He doesn’t judge by worldly standards or good looks alone, and when Jesse’s youngest son David was fetched from the pasture and paraded before Samuel, God said “Up on your feet and anoint him, he is the one I have chosen” so Samuel anointed David with oil from the flask he’d brought and the spirit of God entered him and stayed with him.
Whatever dilemmas we face in life it is comforting to know that God is always there to guide our choices. He will always give us an answer to prayer – it may not be the answer we want or expect, but it will be the right one.
