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You may think that you know me fairly well – I’ve been around a while, but I think only a few of you know that I am rather keen on exploring my family history….. in particular my paternal family,… and how I spend way too many hours on the computer each week, searching through old church records and other genealogy resources.
My maiden name is Colbourn and my great grandfather, John Richard Colbourn, emigrated from County Clare in Ireland, arriving in Victoria in 1857. It was the time of the potato famine and much political/cultural/religious unrest in Ireland- especially considering that my great grandfather’s family were protestants living in a predominately catholic area. Life there for them wouldn’t have been easy. Other extended family members emigrated to Canada and New Zealand – in fact 5 siblings from one family left within a few years of each other. The parents and remaining family members in Ireland never saw them again. And they didn’t see their parents and siblings again.
How sad that must have been! Can you imagine how the parents, in particular, must have felt when they waved goodbye to their sons and daughters? The parting must have been so heart-wrenching and difficult. Then there’s the empty space left behind, the waiting for news, the feeling of loss, wondering whether you’d ever meet on this earth again. 

I’d like you to spend a moment now, thinking of a time in your life when ‘leaving’ was hard for you. It may not have been a time of leaving family members… it may have been leaving a place of significance to you….or leaving a job or career. Let’s pause and reflect.    (PAUSE).
Would you like to share your experience with us?  What was your ‘leaving experience’ and why was it challenging or difficult for you?  (SHARING TIME).
				-----------------------------------------------
Today’s reading from Acts describes Jesus’ Ascension, when God displayed his power in taking Jesus out of sight, hidden by clouds, in front of the disciples. Two men in white robes appear, assuring the disciples that Jesus will return in the same way as He ascended. Again we can only imagine the effect on those who witnessed the event.
						
Following Jesus’ suffering at Easter, this was one of the times he reappeared to his disciples, still promising that the Holy Spirit would come to them at a later date. It is important to note that Jesus instructed his disciples to return to Jerusalem after witnessing the Ascension, and wait there for the promise of the Father……..wait there for the promise of the Father. 

Presumably the Holy Spirit could have come immediately after Jesus’ Ascension; but God waits – or rather, God has Jesus’ followers wait. In waiting they learn that they are to be a responsive community, a community that waits upon God to initiate events in His time. Whether they walk back to Jerusalem from the Ascension with eager energy or paralysing fear we do not know. All we know is that they have to wait. The waiting period conditions them to be attentive to God, so that they might respond when the time is right.
It’s a time of expectation, reflection and anticipation.         Amen.
